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                  Safer Pest Control Project


**** DRAFT ****


Integrated Pest Management – New Construction/Rehab Specs
Developed in consultation with David L. Shangle B.C.E., Dalsh Consulting
1. Entrance Ways – 
a. Outside doors outfitted with door sweeps that come into contact with the floor and are flush with the doorframe on both sides.  Sweeps can be either the brush or rubber variety.

b. Weather stripping on doorframe along both sides and top of frame

2. Windows – 
a. Screens that are taught, without holes, and sealed tightly around the frame with a gasket.  

b. Use aluminum, 10 mesh or smaller. (Aluminum can be stretched more tightly).  

c. Weather stripping around window frame for a tight seal.

3. Caulking/Sealing – eliminate holes, cracks, crevices, and gaps:

a. Larger holes: (pipe openings, etc.) stuff steel wool inside, then seal with expandable foam, mixed cement, plaster, or caulk.  

b. Smaller openings: should be caulked  

1. Throughout Home:  along/around baseboards, floor and wall joints, window and door moldings, edges of electrical outlet covers, and radiator covers

2. Pipes/Wiring: around all water, electrical pipes, cable and/or other wires coming into a unit 

3. Kitchen/Bathroom:  around sink edges, where cabinets and countertops meet walls (particularly under the sink), between cupboards and countertops
4. Landscaping – trees, shrubs, and ornamentals that are: 
a. At least 1’ away from the building 

b. Spaced far enough apart for 1’ separation at full growth

c. Leaves, branches that have some ground clearance

5. Outside Air Intakes/Vents – screened with 10 mesh or smaller; fabricated and installed to be easily removed for cleaning.  Areas to consider:
a. Appliances: wall-mounted heaters and air conditioners, exhaust fans 
b. Utility/Other Rooms: any areas that have exhaust vents leading outside: elevators, garbage chutes, refuse rooms, outside doors, common areas, electrical rooms, basements, etc.
c. Foundation Vents: many vents are constructed with screens, for those that aren’t, one should be fabricated.
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